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1. A Nasty Letter  
• Instead of a blessing, he gives a curse 

2. A Nasty Teaching 
• Acts 15:1,5 
• Judaizers taught that a Gentile had to become a Jew before he could 

become a Christian 
• Legalism teaches that our acceptance before God is based on our efforts 
• Acts 13:38-39 

3. The Antidote  
• Ephesians 5:25b, Titus 2:14 
• We must constantly remind ourselves of the Gospel 
• It shifts the focus from what we do to what Jesus has already done 
• Believers are not defined by our performance but by Christ’s finished work 
• Hebrews 10:14 
• Instead of striving, the Gospel invites us to rest 
• The Gospel undoes legalism by replacing a system of earning with a gift of 

receiving  

These verses do not contain a single word about anything we do. They 
document what God has done through Christ. The Gospel is not about what we 
do for God but what God has done for us. 


